
• Historical Principle

•  Since the books of the Bible were written at 
certain times over a 1550-year period of 
history and at certain places on earth and for 
various purposes and groups of readers, 
biblical interpretation must be historical. 
Accordingly, the exegete must carefully 
consider the historical circumstances under 
which each Bible book was written, as well as 
the the historical contents of each book.



• Theological - Basic Principles

• Principle #1 - Because the Scripture is of divine origin 
and is the verbally inspired Word of God, it is wholly 
without inconsistency of thought or speech, 
without contradiction, without the slightest 
error (in the original manuscripts).

• The Bible is the inscripurated Word of God, and as 
such presents the truth in ordinary language in all 
matters of which it treats. The kind of truth the 
Bible claims for itself is correspondence to reality 
(the correspondence theory of truth).



• Principle #2 - Scripture (not human reason, 
personal feeling, church, or tradition) is the 
sole source and norm of true doctrine in the 
sphere of religion and theology.

• This is the principle of Sola Scriptura.



• Principle #3 - Scripture interprets scripture 
and the less clear or plain passages of 
scripture MUST be interpreted in the light 
of the clearer passages.

• This method must NEVER be reversed!



• Principle #4 - Every doctrine of Holy 
Scripture is set forth at some place very 
clearly, in non-figurative terms, as the main 
theme of a discourse. Such a passage may be 
referred to as a sedes doctrinae, as the seat 
or source of a doctrine.  All passages dealing 
with a certain doctrine are to be 
understood and expounded according to the 
sedes doctrinae. 













Women’s Ordination



• “As in all the churches of the saints, the 
women should keep silent in the churches. 
For they are not permitted to speak, but 
should be in submission, as the Law also 
says. If there is anything they desire to learn, 
let them ask their husbands at home. For it 
is shameful for a woman to speak in 
church.” (1 Corinthians 14:33–35)

• Topic:

• Scale of 1 to 10 Clear or Unclear?



• “Let a woman learn quietly with all 
submissiveness. I do not permit a woman to 
teach or to exercise authority over a man; 
rather, she is to remain quiet. For Adam was 
formed first, then Eve; and Adam was not 
deceived, but the woman was deceived and 
became a transgressor.” (1 Timothy 2:11–14)

• Topic:

• Scale of 1 to 10 Clear or Unclear?



• “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is no male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28)

• Topic:

• Scale of 1 to 10 Clear or Unclear?



• “Therefore an overseer must be above 
reproach, the husband of one wife,sober-
minded, self-controlled, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach,” (1 Timothy 3:2)

• Topic:

• Scale of 1 to 10 Clear or Unclear?



• “Greet Andronicus and Junias, my relatives 
who have been in prison with me. They are 
outstanding among the apostles, and they 
were in Christ before I was.” (Romans 16:7)

• Topic:

• Scale of 1 to 10 Clear or Unclear?



1 Cor. 14:33–35 1 Tim 2:11–14 Galatians 3:28

Romans 16:7 1 Timothy 3:2













1 Cor. 14:33–35 1 Tim 2:11–14 Galatians 3:28

Romans 16:7 1 Timothy 3:2 ?????



• The Old Testament must be interpreted by 
the New - Once we grasp the overall outline 
of the Bible and see that it is a progressive 
revelation, we will always look to see how 
the New Testament interprets the Old 
Testament. For instance, God promised 
Abraham a Seed which would bring a 
blessing to all nations. The New Testament 
interprets that Seed as Christ (Gal. 3:16).

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.%203.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.%203.16


• The Gospels must be interpreted by the Epistles - The 
Gospels record the historic events of our redemption—
the incarnation, life, death, resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus Christ. But by themselves historic events are not 
sufficient We need an authoritative word that tells us the 
true significance of those events.

• If a man thinks he can look at a historic event and out of 
his own head interpret what that event means, he puts 
himself in the place of God. Take the historic fact of the 
resurrection for example. It is not for us to presume what 
the resurrection means. The Epistles spell out to us what 
it means, and he who goes beyond what is interpreted in 
the Epistles is fabricating a doctrine out of his own head
—or passing on what someone has fabricated out of his 
head.



• The incidental must be interpreted by the systematic - 
This rule applies to the proper reading of any literature. 

This is common sense, but how hard it is to use common 
sense when we are so anxious to prove our point!

• Major heresies are often the result of turning minors 
into majors



• The local must be interpreted by the universal - The Bible 
often inculcates universal principles in the context of a local 
culture. We must be very careful not to make some feature of 
local culture a universal norm. For instance, Moses took off his 
shoes as a token of reverence in the presence of God. That 
was an Eastern custom which is still practiced in some parts 
of the world. We Westerners show reverence by taking off 
our hat. Christian men would not think of going into church 
with their hat on, for this would show disrespect. But if we 
were associating with people of another culture, we might 
take our shoes off before entering the church.

• Paul commands us to greet the brethren with a holy kiss 
(Rom. 16:16). A strict literalist may insist that this form of 
Christian fraternity is still obligatory today, but most 
Christians understand it to mean that we should treat fellow 
Christians like a blood brother.

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2016.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2016.16


• The symbolic must be interpreted by the didactic - Our 
doctrinal positions should be established by a plain "Thus saith 
the Lord" from a straightforward didactic passage. 

• Sedes Doctrinae phrased another way.



• Principle #5 - All biblical interpretation must take cognizance 
of, and be guided by, Scripture’s self-announced purpose:

• 2 Tim. 3:15 and how from childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make 
you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be competent, 
equipped for every good work.

• “these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 
life in his name.” (John 20:31)

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim.%203.15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim.%203.15


• Principle #6 - To rightly understand and interpret Scripture is 
to necessarily distinguish between Law & Gospel elements in 
the text and then properly relate the former (law) to the 
latter (gospel). Justification by grace through faith in Christ is 
the main subject of all true biblical and Christian theology.

• The interpreter MUST see to it that his interpretation of the 
text has CHRIST as its center, teaches HIM, and glorifies HIM 
as Savior and Lord.

• John 5: 39 You search the Scriptures because you think that 
in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness 
about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that you may 
have life.

• Properly distinguishing Law & Gospel is what it 
means to make Christ the center of scripture.

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%205.%2039
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%205.%2039


• Proper Understanding of the Law

• 1Tim. 1:8 Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully,

• Romans 3:20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified 
in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

• Romans 3:28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from 
works of the law.

• Galatians 2:15   We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile 
sinners; 16 yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the 
law but through faith in Jesus Christ,

• Galatians 3:21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness 
were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose.

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1Tim.%201.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1Tim.%201.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%203.20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%203.20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%203.28
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